WELCOME TO
QUEEN ANNE’S
CELEBRATING INDIVIDUALS
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Kind hearts,
fierce minds
and strong spirits
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WELCOME FROM
THE HEADMISTRESS

We are proud to say that there is no such thing as a ‘Queen Anne’s girl’!
Here at Queen Anne’s School you will find a strong community of real girls.
Girls who are individuals. Girls who are curious, thoughtful and eager to
learn and grow, whilst being energetic, driven and exuberant about life.
Alongside outstanding academic grades, our girls are passionate about the
world around and ahead of them. We encourage our girls to explore all the
possibilities: in the classroom, on the playing field, on the stage, behind the
easel or anywhere else that their talents might take them. To ask good questions
and to know what to do when they don’t know the answers. To be confident,
curious learners ready for and excited by the challenges ahead of them.
To achieve this, we combine an excellent curriculum, after school
clubs and activities with a strong pastoral programme to ensure
that the girls gain complementary skills that allow them to step
confidently into today’s constantly changing world.
The School is situated in beautiful grounds in a culturally rich location
in the heart of England. I hope that you will join us for a personal
visit to Queen Anne’s to meet us and see for yourself. I look forward
to welcoming you all to Queen Anne’s School very soon.
Julia Harrington
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HISTORY
Founded in 1894, Queen Anne’s is a school steeped
in history and tradition and this year celebrates its
125th anniversary. Originally part of the Grey Coat
Hospital Foundation that was founded in 1689 by
eight merchants in Westminster, it is today part
of the United Westminster Grey Coat Foundation.
As part of this prestigious group of schools the
students benefit from inter-foundation activities
including an annual sports day, an art exhibition
and a Model United Nations Conference.

The iconic red cloaks are worn by the students on
special occasions including the biennial Westminster
Abbey service. Other long stranding traditions
such as students receiving special gingerbread
for the journey home are still honored today.
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WHY ALL GIRLS?
An all-girls education can be a powerful and transformative experience. At a girls’
school there is no such thing as a boys subject or a girls subject, there are simply
learning opportunities without limits.

Research from the Girls’ School Association (GSA) shows that girls attending GSA
schools are more likely to study ‘difficult’ subjects such as Science, Maths and
Languages. At Queen Anne’s, an impressive 33% of 2019 A Level exams were sat in
STEM subjects, with 43% of those achieving A* or A. 83% of the 2019 GCSE cohort
plan to study at least one STEM subject at A Level.
We also know that girls and boys mature at different rates and show different levels of
self-motivation and, with the complex pressures of modern life, adolescence is an
essential time for developing resilience. Research from the NCGS* shows that 60% of
girls’ school graduates report ‘higher self-confidence’ than their co-educated peers.
Our teachers are experts in understanding how girls learn. They provide the nurturing
and encouragement that a girl needs to thrive, without gender stereotypes.
*National Coalition of Girls’ Schools, USA
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LATER LIE-INS, LEMONS
AND LEARNING
A unique feature of Queen Anne’s is its innovative approach to understanding the teenage
brain with teaching and learning underpinned by our neuroscience research programme
BrainCanDo. Founded by Headmistress Julia Harrington, BrainCanDo is a Queen Anne’s
led initiative that focuses on the development of a strong neuroscientific evidence base to
inform educational practices, teaching, learning and wellbeing. It aims to empower teaching
professionals to use the latest neuroscience and psychology research to transform and
enrich their classrooms and to empower students to understand how learning happens.
Queen Anne’s students have been involved in a range of fascinating projects over the last 6
years including a 4 year study on the impact of music on the brain and a month long study of
Lower Sixth students who enjoyed later lie-ins to help understand how important sleep is to
the wellbeing and academic performance of teenagers. Last year BrainCanDo’s revision guide
made headlines for recommending positive triggers like smelling lemons could help revision
among other evidence based revision techniques to maximise your studying and retention.

We focus on optimising learning
through brain development.
The key is to understand how
the teenage brain works
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www.braincando.com

Pupils can retain 60% more
information by learning with music
over traditional methods
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EXCELLENCE
At Queen Anne’s, we see girls excel, both in and outside of the classroom.
The girls have ambitions as varied as their talents and we encourage
high aspirations through an innovative and rigorous curriculum.

Through inspirational teachers working in conjunction with motivated girls,
we see our girls leave us as capable and confident young women prepared
for and excited by the next steps in their lives. The girls discuss
their academic options at every stage with their personal tutor
to make appropriate choices to suit their aspirations.

18-20

students per average class
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2019 leavers celebrated an excellent set of
A Level results with 44% of all grades receiving
A* or A. The girls secured places at top
universities in the UK and abroad including
Manchester, Imperial, UCL, Exeter, Liverpool,
Southern California and Georgetown, across
a wide range of topics including Medicine,
Law, Industrial Design and Technology,
Liberal Arts and International Business. At
GCSE 97% of grades achieved 9-4, with 16
students achieving six or more 9/8 grades.
We teach in small classes where individuals can
explore learning in a supportive environment
whilst being challenged and encouraged to take
an active role in their learning through group
discussion and debate alongside individual
study. Homework (Prep) is designed to prepare
for and consolidate work outside the classroom,
driving independent study and thinking skills.

97%
9-4 at GCSE
(2019)

87%
A*-C at A Level
(2019)
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Our girls go on to attend top universities
in the UK and abroad

To supplement learning in the classroom, students can get involved
in a wide range of stimulating activities to enrich their academic
study. These include Arkwright Engineering Scholarships, weekly
Mathematical challenges, BEBRAS Computational Thinking Challenges,
GCHQ’s Cyber First Summer Camps, LAMDA Awards (London
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) and ABRSM grades.
Within the Sixth Form, most girls study for three A Level subjects which
are determined under close guidance from the Senior Deputy Head and
the Director of Sixth Form. The girls are also encouraged to undertake
an Extended Project Qualification which promotes independent thinking
and learning and is excellent preparation for undergraduate study. At
GCSE, most girls study 9 subjects across a diverse range of subjects.
As our young people develop their future ‘portfolio’ careers and
learn to balance work with life experiences, it has never been more
important to equip our girls with the academic qualifications they will
need. We also enable them to become independent learners, analytical
thinkers and problem solvers who are not afraid to challenge ideas.
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UNITY
Queen Anne’s has an outstanding reputation for pastoral care.
We believe that girls perform best when they are happy and secure.
We have excellent pastoral systems to ensure that every girl feels that Queen Anne’s
is a secure and supportive environment. We also know that pastoral care and academic
development are inextricably interwoven: one cannot flourish without the other.
All of our house staff, day or boarding, have
the girls’ wellbeing as their top priority and it
is through the house system that we strive to
ensure this. Members of staff are always on hand
to offer support and advice as well as ensuring
the girls help each other, mix readily across the
age groups and establish lifelong friendships.
Girls can board at Queen Anne’s on a full,
weekly, flexi or occasional basis. Our four
boarding houses, Maddock, Wilkins, Holmes and
Michell, have dedicated Houseparents, who are
supported by caring house staff. The boarding
houses provide a haven where girls sleep in
comfortable bedrooms, relax in the ‘Sit’ (sitting
room), undertake independent study in Prep
rooms and have fun through house activities.
Day girls benefit equally from the strong house
system through the three junior day houses,
Ffyler, Webbe and Wisdome, which
are all equipped with Prep rooms,
‘Sits’ and kitchen facilities.
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Girls are monitored and encouraged through
regular meetings with their academic tutors where
they will discuss their academic commitments
and co-curricular activities. We want the girls to
be challenged as well as providing a balanced
approach to school life. While all the girls are
given career advice, the Sixth Form tutors provide
dedicated careers and higher education advice,
supported by the Director of Sixth Form.
The wellbeing of every girl is of key
importance at Queen Anne’s. Dedicated staff
support the girls’ emotional wellbeing and
resilience and promote healthy lifestyles.
Our pastoral team is supported by a fully
staffed Health Centre, a team of counsellors,
independent listeners and our Chaplain.
By belonging to a safe, small and diverse
community, our girls enjoy the freedom to be
themselves, to embrace new opportunities
and foster a strong sense of connection
and friendship that will last a lifetime.

“Queen Anne’s moulds you into the
person you want to be, no pressure
to do something you don’t want to.
You have the ability to find your
own talent, in your own time and
have support in whatever that
might be”
Amy, U6
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EXPRESSION
Every girl at Queen Anne’s is encouraged to express
herself through the wide ranging creative opportunities
here. This helps to promote collaboration, problem
solving and a strong, independent presence that the
girls will take beyond their years at Queen Anne’s.
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MUSIC
Music is invaluable within education and throughout life. Throughout the academic year
there are numerous concerts, clearly demonstrating the exceptional talent amongst our
girls. During any one day at Queen Anne’s, you will hear the sound of music drifting
across the Quad serving as a constant reminder that music is thriving at the school.
The new Scott Music Centre features state-of-the-art facilities including eight soundproofed practice rooms, MAC suite, two performance halls, a professional quality
recording studio and Logic Pro X recording software. The new centre also saw the
installation of 21 new pianos, all of which places music at the heart of the school.
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DRAMA
The thriving drama department, led by specialist teachers, allows the
girls to develop the skills to become expressive, articulate and discerning.
The demanding schedule of four full-scale productions each year and
additional drama clubs ensures drama is exceptionally rewarding for
all those who take part, delivering a real sense of satisfaction and
achievement whilst developing a creative and imaginative mind.
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ART
Our art students solve problems, build skills, gain confidence and learn
the history of the art they study. From installations around the school to
collaborations with art professionals, we seek to expand girls’ understanding
of both the function and meaning of art. They are challenged to experience
their world in a fresh way, to open their minds and see the world with new eyes.
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Expression

STEM
To prepare the girls for a strong STEM economy, they
are taught by highly skilled and passionate teachers in all
departments. We recognise that as our girls progress, they
require specialist knowledge to challenge them. Our girls
draw on a broad science and mathematical base combining
their subjects with technology and engineering expertise.
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SPORT
At Queen Anne’s we offer excellent sporting facilities to bring
out talent and facilitate achievement in our girls. We embrace
sport to encourage leadership, courtesy, care and respect
whilst adopting realistic goal setting and motivation. Our girls
are victorious winners and gracious in defeat, they know the
importance of hard work and determination and embrace
the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. We are renowned for our
success in lacrosse and netball where we are represented
at county, regional and national level and offer a range of
other sports, including cricket, rowing, dance and tennis.
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PERSEVERANCE
Queen Anne’s girls make deep connections across their
studies, backgrounds, cultures and interests. Through clubs,
activities, traditions, boarding life and community service,
our girls build new and enduring friendships. Classmates and
roommates can be from the same area or from across the
globe. That diversity is intentional. The girls celebrate each
others’ achievements and help each other through challenging
times. Queen Anne’s is a school, but it is also a family.
We fully understand the importance of valuable learning opportunities
outside the classroom. The skills girls learn through taking part in
co-curricular activities enrich their development, helping them to
learn, understand and pursue interests that lie beyond academic study.
Activities range from public speaking and debating to horse riding and
rock climbing. Girls can join the jazz band or concert band, master street
dance, take up skiing, and much more. Less formal activities include
socials with friends from other schools, ice-skating, water sports,
ballroom dancing, cheerleading, theatre trips and, of course, shopping!
Activities such as WOHAA and the Duke of Edinburgh Award (bronze
to gold) help the girls to develop confidence and a bold spirit.
Our girls are encouraged to explore the world around them and
they will have many opportunities to join organised visits, which
enrich the curriculum. In recent years, excursion opportunities
have included a physics trip to CERN, the European Organisation
for Nuclear Research; the geography trip to Iceland to study the
volcanic landscape and its impact on people’s lives; the music
department trips to New York, Seville and Rome, and art department
visits to the Tate and London Galleries. Professional musicians,
speakers from the Royal Society of Chemists and other leading
professionals are among the number of expert visitors who visit
us in school on a regular basis to help encourage the girls to be
curious and innovative students and develop their experiences.

Co-curricular activities enrich a girl’s
development, helping her to learn,
understand and pursue interests that lie
beyond academic study
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SPIRIT
The magic of Queen Anne’s lies in the spirit behind the gates.
Our girls care deeply about each other and the community they
live in. They also take their social responsibilities very seriously.
Every week the girls are supporting chosen charities alongside their
other activities, with innovative ways to raise money from cakes
sales to charity fashion shows and dance performances. Each house
commits to community service such as visiting senior members of
the community at the local care home as well as passing on their
academic insight by tutoring refugees through an organised charity.
Tradition plays an important role in life at Queen Anne’s, serving not only
as a link with the past, but a staple in the present. The connections
generated by these traditions underpin the Queen Anne’s experience
and unite alumnae of all ages.
Queen Anne’s alumnae form an extraordinary network of over 4,000
friends, mentors, business and community leaders throughout the world
who remain connected to the School well beyond their years as students
No matter your distance in geography or years from the School, our girls
are always a part of the Queen Anne’s community.
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Our girls care deeply about each other, the
community they live in and take their social
responsibilities very seriously.
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A cutting edge
curriculum and
outstanding teaching,
offering numerous
opportunities for
academic stretch
and challenge
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LOCATION
Queen Anne’s is a beautiful and inspiring setting, occupying 35 acres just north of the River Thames.
It is ideally placed outside Reading and a short distance from exceptional transport links. London Heathrow
Airport is just 40 minutes away by car and London Paddington can be reached by train in just 26 minutes.
We offer an extensive transport network across Berkshire and Oxfordshire and into Buckinghamshire
and Surrey. A London service also runs on Monday mornings and Friday evenings.

London
Paddington

M25

M4
M4

Reading
Station

26 minutes
Reading
Station

London
Paddington
40 minutes

Queen Anne’s
School
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Heathrow
Airport

London Heathrow
Airport

All teaching takes place on the
main site with a complementary
mixture of traditional and
modern teaching facilities.
‘The Space’, our new Sixth Form
Centre, is designed to encourage
in a creative environment
that links the girls to life at
university and beyond.
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VISIT
We hope that this prospectus has given you an insight into life at Queen Anne’s
but we know that there is no substitute for visiting the school yourself.
The students and staff would be delighted to welcome you and your family to
Queen Anne’s on one of our Open Mornings where you will have a tour of the school
and hear from the Headmistress. Visits can also be made on an individual basis.
To arrange a visit, please contact our Admissions Department on
+44 (0)118 918 7333
or
admissions@qas.org.uk
Details of upcoming Open Mornings, Taster Events and more can be found on our
website at www.qas.org.uk

Queen Anne’s School
6 Henley Road
Caversham
Berkshire
RG4 6DX
England
T: +44 (0)118 918 7333
E: admissions@qas.org.uk

www.qas.org.uk
Registered Charity: 1181012
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