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TUTO R I N G C ON S U LTANCY M E NTOR I N G

Introduction
Founded in 1992 by Charles Bonas,
today Bonas MacFarlane is one of
London’s longest established and
most successful private education
consultancy firms which is run by
three directors: Charles Bonas, David
Wellesley Wesley and William Petty.

Services

The personal approach of Bonas
MacFarlane and our particular
philosophy takes our service above
and beyond that of our competitors.
We aim to help children succeed by
providing a learning environment that
is effective, inspiring and suited to
their individual needs. Our priority is
to instil children with the confidence
to become independent learners.
Many of the services we offer today
we pioneered and we have been
leading the way ever since.
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The Client Experience

Our approach is broad ranging, highly
individual and discreet. We work with
children in their family environments
and also work closely with many
schools.
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TUITION
Bonas MacFarlane have been providing tutors for all subjects, ages and abilities since 1992.
Between them, our tutors cover all
age ranges and abilities - from learning
difficulties (in conjunction with the Dyslexia
Teaching Centre in Kensington, London)
to scholarship exam preparation, from 7+
entrance examinations right through to
postgraduate level study.

Residential
For over two decades Bonas MacFarlane has
been placing tutors in private households
overseas to deliver top-quality tuition
intensively over a given period. Tutors stay
with or near families during school holidays
and typically deliver up to five hours of
tuition per day, this can be mixed in with
sports, creative activities and supervision.
Tutors may work with any number of
siblings. In many cases the children are
attending school during the day and the tutor
provides much needed support and extra
teaching outside of the school timetable. In
other cases a residential tutor can offer a
full homeschooling programme in instances
where children are not in formal education.

Our tutors are selected through a rigorous
recruitment procedure. All of our tutors
sport an excellent academic record of
their own, coupled with proven abilities
to inspire, educate and communicate. The
majority have graduated from Oxbridge or
the Russell Group universities. When they
are young, they are brilliant and enigmatic.
When they are more senior, they are wise
and experienced.

Prices vary for residential tuition, depending
on working hours, responsibilities and tutor
experience. The weekly fee for a residential
tutor ranges from £1280 to £1500 based
on a six-day week. All extra fees must be
covered by the family, including travel, visa
arrangement fees, accommodation and
insurance.

The energy that they exude is derived from
a passion for their chosen subjects and age
groups whilst being driven by a willingness
to pass on the successes they have enjoyed
themselves. Many are engaged in postgraduate study or are pursuing exciting
endeavours of their own. Our tutors are just
as likely to be budding entrepreneurs of the
future as they are leading academics in their
field. We draw from them huge inspiration
as a company and it is something we pride
ourselves in passing on to our students.
We expect and demand that our tutors are
mentors as much as they are teachers.

TUITION CHARGES
Inclusive of VAT
One off registration fee: £192
Hourly Fee: £65 - £120

In the UK the vast majority of hourly tuition
is delivered in the homes of our students.
At our centres in Dubai and Almaty we also
offer hourly tuition in our purposely-adapted
offices.

Day rate (5 hours of tuition): £300
Residential rate (6 days a week):
£1280 - £1500 per week
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CONSULTANCY
We are highly regarded for advising families with children of all ages on nursery, school and
university selection in the UK
We have a first class team of consultants
who all have professional experience of
the British education system. We have an
unparalleled set of relationships with leading
schools.

Our service includes:

The admissions departments of these
schools respect our appraisals of students
and work closely with us to facilitate
entrance even after registration lists have
closed. The team are in communication with
schools and parents on a daily basis and are
therefore made aware as soon as places
might arise as well as any developments.
Bonas MacFarlane have placed hundreds
of children into all of the top schools (e.g.
Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Westminster,
Wycombe Abbey, Cheltenham Ladies
College) as well as many more specialist
schools and less well known schools, which
still perform to an outstanding level.

•

An initial consultation with the family to
learn as much as possible about the child’s
background and suitability to possible
schools. This consultation will be followed
by an in-house assessment of the child to
understand where they sit academically
based on the British system.

•

Following the assessment a report will be
produced along with a shortlist of suitable
schools and a report on each of them. An
in-depth discussion will then be arranged in
order to conclude a clear strategy plan to
ensure that all of the necessary preparation
will be provided.

•

The family’s consultant will consult and
negotiate with the schools, making detailed
and personal recommendations to these
selected schools. They will ensure that
there is a mutual understanding between
the parents’ expectations of the school and
the school’s expectations of the child.

•

School visits will be arranged to the
selected schools and a consultant will
accompany the family on these visits.

•

We will arrange for the child to sit the
appropriate school entrance exams and
interviews either at home or at school
(Private tuition and mock interviews
are often provided for preparation at an
additional cost).

•

We ensure that all of the necessary
documentation such as school reports,
references and registration documents are
submitted at the appropriate times.

CONSULTANCY CHARGES
Exclusive of VAT
Initial consultation - £450
Nursery and prep-school placement
(combined) - £7,500
Prep School placement – Between
£5,000 - £7,000
Senior School placement - £10,000
Sixth Form Placement - £12,000
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MENTORING
In our experience the difference between average performance at school and academic
excellence can often be determined by the level of additional support in a child’s schooling,
whether this comes from the family, the mentor, or a combination of both.
An academic mentor builds a relationship
with the child based on openness, support
and shared interests. As such, they have
a considerable ability to check progress,
support areas of weakness, motivate and
push for academic excellence.

Our service includes:

Visiting each pupil regularly, the Mentor
takes a ‘hands on’ approach to guide your
child through subject choices, to stimulate
areas of interest, and to develop effective
study techniques.
Our aim is to ensure that the privileges of a
private education are seized and maximised,
whilst developing a mature approach to
learning. We press the importance of taking
full advantage of all extra-curricular and
non-curricular pursuits, to inspire broad
interests and a sense of curiosity.

•

Academic Management
The Mentor will speak with your child on
a weekly basis; maintain regular dialogue
with the house tutor; gain an overview of
academic progress. The Mentor will identify
areas of improvement and set targets
aligned with expectations and academic
potential.

•

Progress Reports
Every two weeks Mentors produce an
academic progress report for parents.

•

Develop Core Strengths
The Mentor will speak to key teachers in
relation to your child’s particular passions,
interests, strengths, weaknesses, or issues
that may need resolving. Mentors also
explore and facilitate further study in
areas of interest beyond the boundaries of
school syllabi, whether academic, artistic or
sporting.

•

Welfare & Social Support
Mentors liaise with your child’s
Houseparent and Matron regularly to gain
an overview of health and welfare. Mentors
also act as a non-parental social support for
the child.

•

Route Planning
Mentors can greatly assist in GCSE and
A-level option choices, as well as university
application.

•

Enrichment
Mentors provide access to a wealth of
work experience options and holiday
programmes to ensure enriching formative
years.

With the support, guidance and expertise
of our mentoring and guardianship
programme, we can have a great impact on
a pupil’s school and university career.

MENTORING CHARGES
Exclusive of VAT
The cost of the mentoring
programme is from
£12,000 per annum
Guardianship services are available at
an additional cost
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ASSESSMENT
Assessments take place either in dedicated spaces at the Bonas MacFarlane offices overlooking
the River Thames in London or else at the family’s home. They can also be conducted via Skype if
necessary, however, meeting in person is always advised if possible.

A Tailored Assessment

Assessment Tests

The range of assessment tools
available is wide. A suite of tasks will
be constructed that is tailored to the
.individual student and their precise
needs. Over the course of two
hours, the child’s behaviour patterns,
attention, distractibility, thinking
methods, working memory and
receptive/expressive language will all
be monitored.

•

Oxford Young Learners Placement Test: ideal for
students aged 7 to 11 whose first language is not
English.

•

Cambridge English Placement Test: for students
whose first language is not English aged 11 to
16.

•

Oxford Online Placement Test: similar to
Cambridge Test but for ages 15 to adults whose
first language is not English.

•

WRAT-4: a wide-ranging aptitude test that
consists of four Subtests that look at Word
Reading, Sentence Comprehension, Spelling
and Mathematics. The WRAT-4 produces scores
on each Subtest that act as a guide to basic
academic skills.

•

York Assessment of Reading Comprehension:
a detailed set of tasks which produce
standardised scores for accuracy, reading rate
and comprehension. It also gives an Equivalent
Reading Age.

•

S. Chinn 15 Minute Maths Test: suitable for
children aged 7 to adults.

•

S.Chinn Basic Operations: for people with
suspected Maths difficulties.

•

S.Chinn Anxiety Maths Questionnaire: a useful
assessment of anxiety levels in relation to Maths
and Maths lessons.

•

S.Chinn Cognitive Method: a set of mental maths
questions, written questions and spatial tasks
that looks at the child’s broad thinking approach
and problem solving technique.

ASSESSMENT CHARGES:
Exclusive of VAT

•

Bonas MacFarlane English Papers.

•

Bonas MacFarlane Guided Maths Conversations.

Bonas Macfarlane Broad Spectrum
Assessment - £500

•

Bonas MacFarlane Extension Maths Papers.

The assessment begins with a brief,
informal conversation following a
carefully constructed template of
enquiry, which remains flexible in
response to the child. All areas of
school life are covered including
attitudes to subjects, future education,
hobbies, ambitions and aspirations,
anxiety or worries surrounding school,
and relationship to tutoring.
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UNIVERSITY PLACEMENT
University recruitment procedures are now lengthy and competitive. Bonas MacFarlane has over
twenty years of experience helping students gain admission to many of the world’s highest ranked
universities. We take a long term strategic view of the university application process: it is vital to
start early.

Choice of study at school

Choosing the right degree course

We advise on the best choice of GCSE
and then A-Level, IB or Pre-U subjects,
to ensure that the right combination for a
desired degree course is selected. Expert
tuition in all subjects at all levels can be
arranged.

We provide specialist mentors (who are
practitioners) for each subject. Summer
programmes and volunteer work can be
arranged to assist with applications to
competitive vocational degree courses such
as Medicine. Our consultants are fully aware
of the employability factors relating to a
student’s degree choice and work hard with
students to examine how a degree may fit
into their career choices.

The application itself: UCAS
We have expertise in helping students
prepare Personal Statements that win them
places on over-subscribed courses at leading
universities. Bonas MacFarlane also has a
full understanding of applications to Medical
School.

Oxford & Cambridge
We know how to manage the more
complex applications to Oxford and
Cambridge and offer guidance on choice
of subject and college. Specialist tuition
programmes delivered by Oxbridge
graduates give practice tutorials for aptitude
tests and interview training as well as advice
on wider reading and developing specialist
academic interests. Bonas MacFarlane’s
consultants have personal experience of
Oxford and Cambridge and they have links
with a network of tutors at both institutions.

UK UNIVERSITY PLACEMENT
Exclusive of VAT
UK University Placement: £12,000
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HIGHER EDUCATION SERVICES
We are highly regarded for advising families with children of all ages on nursery, school and
university selection in the UK

Gap Year Planning

Postgraduate Study &
Graduate Recruitment

A Gap year between school and university
can be an exceptionally beneficial
experience, but only if it is carefully thought
out and planned. Bonas MacFarlane has a
wide network of consultants and course
providers who assist with this. We can
advise on vocational and academic courses,
assist with CV writing, interview training and
networking skills, and introduce students
to potential providers of work experience.
Our experienced expedition staff can assist
with planning travel and provide courses on
travelling safely.

Our consultants guide students towards
suitable postgraduate courses (including
MBA courses) and we have tutors to
prepare for GMAT tests. We also have a
network of career consultants who can assist
with graduate job applications and advise on
internships and work experience.

Career Mentorship
Our career mentors, who work in all the
main professions and industries, provide
one-to-one mentorship and assist with work
experience.

Mentorship at University
The transition to university from school is
demanding. Bonas MacFarlane again takes
the long view: we realise that to become
employable, students have to make full use
of their time at university – both in termtime and during vacations.

We also work with specialist recruiters and
large HR departments to help graduates get
a secure footing on the career ladder. Our
network includes many smaller companies
who respect our recommendation of the
students we mentor.

Students may be challenged by the academic
demands of their courses and they may
also need to develop their essay writing
and study skills. Bonas MacFarlane tutors
support students in all these areas.

Typically we will introduce students to our
Career Mentorship programmes from the
age of 16 upwards. The Career Mentor will
work with the student right through to the
end of university and sometimes beyond.
We have helped many students along their
journey from school to career. We strongly
recommend that they attend one of our
tailor-made Career Mentorship courses
which address basic skills in networking,
CV and cover-letter writing and provides
an overview to a range of careers and
employment options.
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MEET BONAS MACFARLANE
London, Dubai, Almaty, Lagos, Istanbul, Moscow

There are 16 full time staff working at Bonas
MacFarlane’s London headquarters. We
have over 1000 tutors whom we place
with families both in the UK as well as
internationally.

Global client base
Our client base comes from all over the
world including: Europe, India, Russia,
Middle East, UAE, China, Turkey, Nigeria,
Kazakhstan, Singapore, America, Canada,
South America, Hong Kong, Indonesia,
Malaysia.

Global reach
We also have offices in Kazakhstan, Nigeria,
Dubai and representatives in Turkey and
Russia. In November 2015 we will be
opening our fourth overseas office in Kuala
Lumpa and we have plans to open a fifth in
Monaco.
Each of our overseas offices is a joint
venture with highly connected local
partners. For example, our partner in
Nigeria is the daughter of the former
Minister of Education in Nigeria. Although
a large percentage of Bonas MacFarlane’s
client base is international the overseas
offices have exposed us to high net-worth
individuals whom are still based in their
home countries.

David Wellesley Wesley founded the Independent
Schools Show in 2006. The flagship show is held in
Battersea Park every year and is the UK’s largest
independent schools open day with over 200 of the
top schools present. The Schools Show also takes place
globally in Dubai, Istanbul and Singapore every year
where it allows different regions to gain direct and
privileged access to the Heads of some of the most
prestigious schools across the UK.
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MEET THE DIRECTORS
WiIliam Petty

Charles Bonas
Charles Bonas founded the company
in 1992 and has over twenty years of
experience as a tutor, teacher and school
and university consultant. Charles is a
trained teacher and has experience of
teaching at several leading independent
schools. As one of the pioneers of
tutoring and school placement in the
1990’s, Charles features in articles in the
national press on educational issues and
has lectured and debated widely about
independent schooling and tutoring. He
is an acknowledged expert in the private
education sector.
Charles still deals personally with many
of our school placement and tutoring
assignments. He also works closely
with several schools and educational
charities and is a founding trustee of
Foundation-K, offering full bursaries to
British independent schools.
Charles was a music scholar at Harrow
School, read History at Oriel College,
Oxford, and studied at the College of Law
in London and the School of Education at
Cardiff University. He has been a full time
educationalist since 1995.

William Petty joined Bonas
MacFarlane as a director in
2007. He is one of the most
experienced professional tutors
in London, with experience
of all age groups and abilities.
He has specialist teaching
qualifications and is part of the
team at the Dyslexia Teaching Centre in Kensington, where
he specialises in complex case management.
William is an experienced assessor and advises on tutor
and school placements, visiting schools most weeks and
handling many of our assignments with daily contact to
parents. William personally oversees the selection of every
tutor and manages our team of tutor placement experts.
William was educated at Thomas’s Battersea, Harrow, and
Edinburgh University.

David Wellesley
Wesley
David has developed the Bonas
MacFarlane offering into a fully
integrated and systematised
operation, comprising over
thirty administrators and
consultants. David maintains
the team at a size that enables us to work rapidly to secure
last minute placements, with an unparalleled number of
specialists, but which is still small enough for all Directors
to be personally involved in every school placement
assignment.
David also founded The Independent Schools Show, the
world’s largest exhibition of private schools, in 2006.
The Show enables parents to make increasingly informed
decisions about schools and their children’s education.
The Independent Schools Shows shares a philosophy
with Bonas MacFarlane - to tailor education to the needs
of the individual. David’s links with leading schools are
second to none and he has built close relationships with
key admissions staff. As such he has impressive first hand
knowledge of the most sought after independent schools
in the UK and has personally helped many children secure
admission.
David was educated at Ashdown House School, The King’s
School Canterbury, and Edinburgh University.
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WHAT CLIENTS SAY
Last night I was warmly recommending your agency to a tableful
of Hampstead parents. I know that thanks to you and Fergus, Kit
has achieved the very peak of his potential. Please know that you
will always have an ally and advocate in me. I have sent two copies
of my latest book to you at your office as a small token of my
gratitude. I hope you enjoy it.

Our son’s tutor, Morgan, has the intellectual rigour one
would expect of a graduate with his credentials. However,
it was his ability to communicate his subject simply, which
most impressed me. Morgan’s lessons were well-planned and
considered; he took care to fit each task into a frame of work
to help consolidate Grisha’s fundamental weaknesses in Maths
and Science.

Sam is fantastic - we are really pleased to have him here with us in
France. He’s good fun, very conscientious but also pretty firm and
disciplined with the children. They love him - and he fits in very well
with the family life here. He’s exactly what was required, 10/10.

I am so glad and that we decided to go through Bonas
MacFarlane and grateful that James was one you chose to send
to us. Many thanks.
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY
Established in 1998 and kept deliberately small and ‘bespoke’,
this is the seriously upper crust of the consultancy and tutoring
industry, blended, kneaded and done to a crisp according to the
precise educational recipe for your privileged progeny.

Bonas MacFarlane, provider of some of the most sought-after
tutors worldwide

Even parents who already pay for schooling no longer seem to think
that tutoring is unnecessary: Charles Bonas, the managing director of
a London-based tutoring agency, Bonas MacFarlane, says most of its
clients are privately educated... Underlying this demand is increasing
competition to get into the most prestigious universities.

Bonas MacFarlane tutors are usually employed to help children over
the major hurdles of school and university entrance... ‘We drop
talented young people into families,’ says Charles Bonas, MD of Bonas
MacFarlane. ‘They’re artists, West End actors, PhD scholars... gifted,
exciting people who can offer a lot to children.’

Businesses that help foreigners gain admission to UK schools are booming.
“When I started tutoring in 1992 there must have been 30 or 40 people
tutoring in London. Now there are thousands,” says Charles Bonas, the
tweedy founder of Bonas MacFarlane Education, a tutoring company. Its
headquarters is in an extremely new and chic office by the Thames in
southwest London... Bonas MacFarlane now has 530 tutors (most of them
products of the British independent system), four staff in Dubai, three
in Kazakhstan and two in Moscow, and sends British tutors to about 30
countries, including Russia, Dubai, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and India..
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